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The Temptation of Saint Anthony The Torment of Saint Anthony
Martin Schongauer, c. 1470-1475, engraving attributed to Michelangelo, c. 1487-1488, oil and tempera on panel, 47 cm x 35 cm






Anthony the Great (AD 251 — 356) was a Christian monk from Egypt, also
known as the Father of All Monks. When Anthony was about 20 years old,
as reported by Athanasius of Alexandria, following the gospel exhortation

in Matthew 19: 21, he left to live an ascetic life and faced a series of
supernatural temptations during his pilgrimage to the desert.

On a late episode of his life, he was ambushed in mid-air by demons, while
flying above the desert supported by angels. As Athanasius describes the
event, though Anthony was in terrible pain, he responded to the demons:

“If there had been any power in you, it would have sufficed had one of you
come, but since the Lord has made you weak, you attempt to terrify me by
numbers: and a proof of your weakness is that you take the shapes of
brute beasts. If you are able, and have received power against me, delay
not to attack; but if you are unable, why trouble me in vain? For faith in
our Lord is a seal and a wall of safety to us.”

It is asserted, that around 1487-1488, about when he was 12 or 13 years
old, Michelangelo painted his version of ‘The Temptation of Saint
Anthony’, an often-repeated religious subject in Western art, as a close
copy of an engraving by Martin Schongauer, made a bit more than a
decade earlier. Michelangelo added a landscape below the figures, and
altered the expression of the saint. However, there is no evidence that this
painting was done by Michelangelo.

O Avtwviog o Méyac (251 - 356 p.X.) Atav XpLoTLovog Lovayog amno tnhv
AlyuTtto, yvwoTtog emiong wg o Méyag Natépag tou povayxlopou. Otav Atav
niepinou 20 etwv, onwg avadépel o ABavaolog tng AAe€avdpelac,
akoAouBwvtag to KAAeoua Tou evayyeAiov oto Kata MatBaiov 19: 21,
£duye yla va {RoeL pio aoknTkr {wn Kol aVILUETWIILOE JLa O
UTtEPUCIKWY TIELPOCHWY KATA TN SLAPKEL TOU A0KNTLOKOU TOU 0TNV £PNLLO.

To B€pa tou €pyou Baoiletal og Eva and ta TeAeutaio emelooSia Tng {wNng
TOU, OTIOU BEXTNKE EVESPA OTOV a€PA Ao SALOVECS, EVW TTETOVCE MAVW ATO
NV €pnNUo umooTnPL{OpUeVoG amo ayyéAoug. Onwe o ABavaolog eplypadetl
TO cUMBav, av Kot 0 AVTWVLOC BPLOKOTAV O£ TPOLEPO TIOVO, ATIAVTNOE OTOUG
Saipoveg:

«Av unnpxe kamolo Suvaun péoa cog, Oa apkolaoe £vag amnod £0Ac, aAd
adob o Kiplog oag £kave adUvapouc, TPooTIaOEeiTe va e TPOUAEETE e
oplOpolg. Mo anddetén tng aduvopiag oog eival OTL MAiPVETE TIG LOPPEC
ayplwv Onpiwv. Eav elote o Béon kat €xete AaBel SUvapn evavtiov pou,
unv kaBuotepeite va emitebelte. ANA av dev pnopeite, ylotl pataia pe
evoyAeite; Matl n iotn otov KUpLo pag eivat odbpayida kat Telxog
aodaleiag ylo pag. "

Otav Atav 12 i} 13 etwv, nepinou to 1487-1488, o MiyanA Ayyelog
{wypadile TNV Sikr Tou ekSOXI TOU yla To BacavioTtrplo Tou Ayiou
Avtwviou, éva ouxva emavalapBavopevo BpnoKeUTIKO BEUaA otn SUTIKN
TEXVN, WG KOVTWVO avTiypado evog xapaKTikol €pyou Tou Martin
Schoengauer, To omnoio eixe dtiaxtei Alyo meploooTEPO AMO Lo SEKAETIA
vwpitepa. O MiyanA Ayyehog npooBece éva TOMio KATW Ao TIG GLYOUPES
Kal dAAage tnv ékdpaon Tou ayiou.
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